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THE DISSEMBLISTS:
CALLYAMNMN CASTEEL
MAEGHANM REID
LdLA ROSE

ASSEMBLED BY ANDREEW BERARDINI

OIS-SEM-BLE S0 S MB L/ PROMUNCIATION KEY - SHOW SPELLED
PROMUNCIATIONIDI-SEM-BUHL] PRONUNCIATION KEY - SHOUW IPA PRONUNCIATION
LERE, -BLED, -BLING.

—UEREB (USED WITH OBJECT)

1. TO GIVE A FALSE OF MISLEADING APPEARANCE TO; COMCEAL THE TRUTH OR REAL
MATURE OF: TO DISSEMBLE OME™S INCOMPETENCE IM BUSINESS.

2. TO PUT OM THE APPEARAMCE OF; FEIGH: TO DISSEMBLE INNOCENCE.

3. OBSOLETE. TO LET PASS UNMNOTICED; IGHORE.

—UEREB (USED WITHOUT OBJECT

4. ToO COMCEAL OME'S TRUE MOTIUVES, THOUGHTS, ETC., BY SOME PRETEMSE; SPEAK O
ACT HYPOCRITICALLY.

A

Td BE A DISSEMBLER OR WORSE A DISSEMBLIST, SEEMS TO HAUE THE SAME
COMMOTATIONS AS BEING A CON-ARTIST, A FRAUD, A LIAR. IT HAS THE SAME ROOT AS
OISSIMULATE, WHICH CAM BE EASILY INTERPRETED TO FAKE THE SHMPTOMS OF A REAL
OISEASE. BUT IF WE DIG BACK TO THE THEORETICAL BUGBEAR AND TRICKSTER
(PERHAPS EUEN A DISSEMBLIST HIMSELR), JEAN BAUDRILLARD, IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO
SIMULATE THE SYMPTOMS OF A DISEASE, THE SIMULATION IF DOME WELL, BECOMES THE
OISEASE. OR IF WE TALK ABOUT ANOTHER TRICKSTER, THIS OME IM AMERICAN LETTERS,
KURT UOHMMEGUT, THE MORAL OF HIS WUII HOUEL MOTHER MIGHT, IS THE OMHLY MORAL
HE COULD SPELL OUT FOR HIS READERS: "WE ARE WHAT WE PRETEND TO BE”

Ta TITLE A SHOW, "THE DISSEMBLISTS” MAY BE READ AS A KIND OF AN INSULT, A
BACKHAMDED COMPLIMENT TO IMUITE ARTISTS INTO AN EXHIBITION AHD CALL THEM
MOT ARTISTS, BUT CON-ARTISTS. THOUGH AN ARTIST IS ALLAYS A DISSEMBLIST OF A
KIMO, CASTING GLAMOURS OUER PAINT AMD CANUAS, BRONZE AND STONE, SPACE AND



TIME, URIMALS AND BICHCLE WHEELS, AND CALLING IT ART, THIS PARTICULAR CASTS OF
ARTISTS ASSEMBLED HERE ARE HOT JUST DISSEMBLERS BUT DISSEMBLISTS, A
MOUEMENT THAT OMHLY RECENTLY CAME INTO eXISTENCE AMD WHICH T'UE MADE UP. I
GROUP THESE ARTISTS TOGETHER MOT JUST CAUSE THE SHARE SOME SEMSE OF SPACE
IM SOUTHERHM CALIFORMIA (ALL OF THEM AT OME POINT OR AMOTHER IM THE HEAR OR
OISTAMT PAST AND FUTURE HAUE CALLED LOS ANGELES AMD ITS ENUVIRONS HOME), BUT
BECAUSE THROUGH THEIR WORK THEY CREATE AND PULL STORIES OUT OF THINGS, RIFE
WITH INEXFLICABLE DRAMA, HIDING THE NATURE OF THE THINGS THEMSELUES
THROUGH THE ESSENCE OF THE ASSEMBLED ELEMENTS. I CAME ACEOSS THE WORD IN
RELATION TO ASSEMBLY, AS ALL OF THEM PUT THINGS, DISPARATE PARTS AND
MOTIONS, TOGETHER, BUT WENT BEYOMD THE ONCE RADICAL WORD MOW STANDARD
JAaRGOMN OF ASSEMBLAGE. THEY LERE ALL DOING SOMETHING MUCH MORE PERILOUS.
THEY PULL TOGETHER THE HANDMADE, THE BROKEM, AND THE FOUND TO CREATE
MARREATIUES, SOMETIMES OBFUSCATED AND PERSONAL, OTHER TIMES ABSURD AND
FARFLUNG. A RADICAL SENSIBILITY AND A POLITICAL GESTURE WHOSE ONLY DOGMA IS
AMBIGUITH.

CALLYAMMN CASTEEL'S COSTUMES AND INSTALLATIONS CREATE MOMUMENTAL
CHARACTERS WHOSE UISUAL LANGUAGE CAN BE SUPERFICIALLY READ AS DARLING OR
TWEE, BUT WHEN PEELED BACK REUVEALS STRANGE, DARK STORIES OF ALIEMATION,
BOMDOAGE, DESTITUTION, AND HOREOR. MAEGHAN REID'S eXPANDED FIELD WALL LORKS,
ASSEMEBLE ANMD DISSEMBLE STORIES AMD LAMDSCAPES, PULLED MYSTERIOUSLY FROM
MIDSTREEAM, FROM THE STRUCTURE OF AN IMAGINARY WE'UE ONLY TO GUESS AT, EACH
FIECE A CHAPTER FEOM AN ENMCHCLOPEDIA OF HER PRACTICE. LYLA ROSE'S COLLAGES
AMD ASSEMBLAGES BRING TOGETHER THE FOUND AMDO THE ABANDOMED, USING AN
IMAGERY LIKE A WUHDEREAMMERER FISTFIGHTING A REVOLUTIONARY IMAGE ARCHIUE,
THE RESULTING AFTERMATH ARE UISUAL STORIES, LIKE A ROBBE-GRILLET BOOK, RIPE
WITH HARREATIVE POSSIBILITIES BUT NEVER EXPLICATED TO GIVE US THE FALSE
SATISFACTION OF KNOWING, AMYTHING, FOR SURE.

HERE ARE A FEW DISSEMBLISTS COMCEALING THEIR TRUE MOTIUES WITH OBJECTS AND
GESTURES UNDER THE MALLEABLE AMD PROTEAN DISGUISE OF "ART.”



